Kenya

: ' Kenya adopted a progressive Constitution in 2010 that led to intensified campaigns against
m FGM. It established The Anti-Female Genital Mutilation Board, a semi-autonomous government

agency stipulated by the Prohibition of Female Genital Mutilation Act 2011 under the Ministry
of Public Service, Gender, Senior Citizens Affairs and Special Programmes. Under the
Presidential Plan of Action to End FGM by 2022, the Government formed an interministerial
committee to improve collaboration and coordination on information-sharing and the
provision of services supporting the elimination of FGM. In 2021, Kenya played a critical role
in implementing a regional cross-border plan of action agreed in 2019 by five neighbouring
countries, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Uganda and the United Republic of Tanzania. At the
Generation Equality Forum in 2021, the President of Kenya, as a global co-leader of the Action
Coalition on Gender-Based Violence, made 12 commmitments to end all forms of GBV and

FGM by 2026.
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Continuous community Number of communities that made public declaration of abandonment
engagement of FGM that have established a community-level surveillance system to
monitor compliance in Kenya

In 2021, the Samburu, Pokot and
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local vernacular radio stations.
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The Joint Programme registered
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s0in 2021. In Phase IIl, over 52 In Kenya, a total of 51,375
men'’s and boys’ networks actively girls were saved from FGM.
participated in advocating the

elimination of FGM; they had a total

membership of 43,297. A total of

51,375 girls were saved from FGM.

Strengthening of FGM Number of girls and women who have received health, social and legal
service providers services in Kenya
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_MOST SIGNIFICANT CHANGE

A Samburu girl is shifting her culture on FGM

Philomena'’s family, a stickler for tradition, wanted
to perform FGM on their daughter to preserve the
Samburu culture. The girl implored her parents to
let her finish school before undergoing the practice.
By the time she completed secondary school, she
was empowered to defy her parents. As a result,
she was shunned by her family. Until now she
cannot see eye to eye with her father. She decided
to become a volunteer worker at a girl's secondary
school in Samburu County, where she continues to
mentor other girls and share her knowledge on FGM,
encouraging them to reject the practice and stand
up for their rights. In her village, she has become a
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vocal advocate of girls’ rights and for eliminating
FGM. For many young girls, she has become their
role model.

Despite the stigma she faces from the community,
the threats she receives from various factions and
the lack of support from her family, Philomena has
remained steadfast in teaching other girls about the
negative effects of FGM and urging her community
to abandon the practice. She proudly presents
herself as a successful girl who cannot wait to join
university and pursue higher learning, freed from
undergoing FGM.
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